It is timely and symbolic that the book is published in the last year of presidential term of Lee Myung-Bak, who consequently buried the Sunshine policy in relations with North Korea. In the moment when futility of his tough and uncompromising policy toward Pyongyang became apparent, even to the supporting camp of the outgoing president and presidential candidates, including those of the ruling party, openly criticized the failed strategy of president Lee Myung-Bak ahead of a new presidential election.
However, this does not mean that the work by Moon Chung-In in whatever degree is populist and seeks to catch the trend and moods in the society. The paper was prepared during years in the atmosphere of harsh criticism of the Sunshine policy from different sides; by leaders of the 204 ❙ 통일과 평화 (6집 1호·2014) country and by the general public in South Korea. Indeed, in the last years before Lee Myung-Bak's rise to power, the situation of inter-Korean relations has come to stagnation. International position of North Korea in the conditions of pressure and sanctions from the United States, in particular, has pushed the northerners to an accelerated development, including testing their own nuclear bomb. This circumstance was a serious blow to the supporters of the engagement policy with North Korea and, most likely, it influenced the general shift of the South Korean public attitude towards the Sunshine policy. However, the administration which replaced Lee Myung-Bak as well as candidates who fought for the presidency in the 2012 election did not seek a return to the Sunshine policy, even though they did not deny some obvious positive shifts in relation to North Korea during the implementation of the policy. In 2013, Pak Geun-Hye, a conservative candidate from the ruling party was elected the President of South Korea.
After some time of her presidency, it became apparent that she was not going to continue his predecessor's hard line and was ready to somewhat softening stance on North Korea. The concept of establishing relations with the DPRK proposed Park Geun-Hye, carries some of the ideas similar to those of Kim Dae-Jung. This is another proof that the Sunshine policy was headed to the right direction. It is also worth mention that none of Kim Dae-Jung or Roh Moo-Hyun's presidential successors achieved any progress so far, in approaching to a certain degree of stability and calmness on the Korean Peninsula. This draws attention to a need of thoroughly studying the policies of Kim Dae-Jung on North Korea, and his concept of peaceful reunification. Although military confrontation continued in the state of -if not the end -a long pause, the lives of the two parts in the Korean peninsula continued in the economic sphere. In the postwar decades, both Korean states tried to defend their own way of development, demonstrating the benefits of their own economic and socio-political system to the world. As in war, in this new rivalry race, the DPRK and the ROK were backed up by power states. In the case of North Korea, however, the aid has been relatively limited, due to the cooled relations between the USSR and China in the 60s.
North Korea couldn't get enough aid from the side of Moscow and began to carry out more independent policy. DPRK chose not to participate in the international organizations of socialist camp, such as the Comecon (The Council for Mutual Economic Assistance), the Warsaw Pact, etc. Distancing from the USSR, and they emphasized on its own resources in the 206 ❙ 통일과 평화(6집 1호·2014) development of the country, predetermining their economic scale that is modest at first, and over time, such move led a larger economic backwardness to the DPRK, eventually ended up growing a significant economic gap between the two countries. The collapse of the socialist bloc and the USSR, the isolationist policy of Pyongyang, and the endless economic sanctions against the country, exerted pressure on the regime, as well as a number of very large floods and natural disasters that struck the country in the mid-90s -all these led to a plight, but most importantly, they contributed to a colossal gap in the level of development and prosperity between North and South sides of the peninsula. These circumstances are constantly exaggerated and being presented by the media, as a clear demonstration of futility in the development of one state on the Korean peninsula.
However, today's media completely ignore the fact that there was in fact a dialogue aimed at the realization of peaceful reunification between the DPRK and the ROK, despite all the above difficulties and confrontation in the fields of politic, ideology and economy over a long period of time. No matter how paradoxical it sounds, but for many years, with all the differences in political and economic and social vectors in the development of the two countries at hand, they progressively developed a dialogue with an aim to find common ground and ways to achieve unification. The Sunshine policy for a good relationship of the two countries, making a first step to break the perennial tendency of confrontation and mistrust. Even though the initial attitude of North Koreans was not as favorable as it hoped, Kim Dae-Jung consistently implemented his new policy, which eventually made them change. The essence of the Sunshine policy was to recognize the existence of two Korean states, abandoning the idea of a forced unification or any other activities aimed at overthrowing the government of the opposite state. It was to establish a comprehensive economic cooperation, seeking to build a long-term peaceful coexistence, to strengthen the mutual trust, and to further prepare the foundations for the peaceful reunification in the future. In other words, the idea was primarily to give up hostility and confrontation, to acknowledge the rights of each other's existence, including its own political and economic systems, and to establish mutual trust by concrete steps that push forward a mutually beneficial economic cooperation. In so doing, one could expect a progress in creating dialogue between the two positions that include non-economic issues as well. It was repeatedly stressed that in the conditions of long-term hostility and confrontation, this new policy was intended for a longer term, which did not assume an immediate result in favor of one party.
Structure of the book
The book consists of an introduction and three parts, each of which is divided into three chapters. In the first part, the author looks back at the States. This is the realization of the principle "uriminjokkiri," autonomy and I trust that a long-term potential for the underlying ideas of this policy can be far more efficient. Albeit the continuous tensions that are artificially stirred, in order to instigate the public with a forced scenario addressing the split of Korea, the author of the book demonstrates obvious advantages of the different approaches in resolving the issues of the Korean peninsula, defending the principles of peaceful solution for both domestic and international problems, while seeking to autonomously find ways out of the
